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Confucius and our Relationships:  

Compatible with Christianity? 
 

Much of Asian culture, and subsequently Asian-

American culture, is colored by Confucian values.  

 

How much of your thinking would you say is affected 

by Confucian values? A great deal? A moderate 

amount? A small amount? None at all? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tenets of Confucianism center around the concepts of jen and li. Jen refers to human 

goodness, while li refers to morality and etiquette. Both work together to bring order to 

relationships. Confucius believed that if relationships were in good order, society would 

be as well 

 

Confucianism as a way of life is governed by five relationships: 

 

 1. Father and Son 

 2. Husband and Wife 

 3. Older brother and Younger brother 

 4. Older and Younger 

 5. Ruler and Subject 

 

What can you observe from looking at these five relationships? 

 

 

 

 

 

Father and Son 

• Virtue (filial piety):  

 kindness of parent repaid by filial duty of oldest son 

• Typical behavior:  

 Favoritism of oldest male with shame-based motivated behavior 

• Resulting negative emotion:  

 disrespect, shame and guilt 

 
Confucius (K'ung Fu-Tzu) was a Chinese 

teacher and philosopher who lived during the 

Zhou dynasty from 551 to 479 B.C.  

 

A government official, he brought about 

remarkable reform as the minister of crime. He 

felt strongly that rulers could achieve greatness 

if they lived guided by moral principles.  

 

Confucius’ famous Analects is a collection of 

his teachings—they were practical and ethical 

rather than religious. Confucius never claimed 

deity for himself. 
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What the Bible Says: 

 

Ephesians 6:1 

 

 

Colossians 3:20 

 

 

Ephesians 6:4 

 

 

Reflection:  

• Did your parents treat you and your siblings any differently based on birth order 

and gender?  

• Do your parents have any expectations of you? 

 

 

 

 

Husband and Wife 

• Virtue:  

 righteousness in husband with submission for wife 

• Typical behavior:  

 lording over with blind submission to authority 

• Resulting negative emotion:  

 power control, bitterness, repression 

 

What the Bible Says: 

 

Ephesians 5:22-24 

 

 

1 Peter 3:1 

 

 

Ephesians 5:25-27 

 

 

Reflection: 

How did your grandfather treat your grandmother?  

How did your father treat your mother?  

How do (would) you treat your spouse? 
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Older and Younger 

• Virtue:  

 gentleness in elder and obedience/deference in younger 

• Typical behavior:  

 dependence of younger on older 

• Resulting negative emotion:  

 shame and blame 

 

 

What the Bible Says: 

 

Titus 2:2-8 

 

 

Reflection:  

• Describe sibling rivalry in your family. Did your parents contribute to this in any 

way?  

• How would you describe your friendships with those older than you? How about 

those younger than you? 

 

 

 

Ruler and Subject 

• Virtue:  

 benevolence in the ruler, loyalty in the subject 

• Typical behavior:  

 absolute obedience—“kowtow” 

• Resulting negative emotion:  

 fear control 

 

 

What the Bible Says: 

 

Romans 13:1 

 

 

1 Peter 2:13-14 

 

 

Luke 22:25-26 

 

 

Reflection:  

• Do/did  your parents require absolute obedience?  

• How about your employer?  

• Do you show absolute obedience to your authority figures? 



 

Daniel Eng   Wednesday Night branch Bible Study 

March 14, 2007  Evergreen Baptist Church of San Gabriel Valley 

 

 

**Confucianism and women 
� 3 obediences 

• Father 

• Husband 

• Son 

� Lifelong submission 

� Woman at the bottom 

� Is this biblical? 

 

**Downside of Confucianism 

� Fear of authority figures 

• Distortion of the will 

� Dependency on superiors 

• Distortion of the mind 

� Hostility or resentment  

• Distortion of the heart 

� High structure (absolute obedience) rebel, angry, defiance 

� High community  

• Outward harmony, not inward 

• Shame for group reputation 

• Need face work 

• Guilt for deviation from the norm 

• Dependency, codependency. 

 

 

Reflection: 

Now that you have learned a bit more, how much of your thinking do you think is colored 

by Confucian values? What will you do about it, in light of biblical values? 
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